Keep lineworkers safe.
Take the pledge at
www.MoveOverIowa.com

Snow on the roof means heat in the house. Make sure there is plenty
of insulation in attics and crawl spaces.

Increase efficiency as
temperatures plummet
A cold winter can bring an equally cold reality: higher heat bills. This
winter, keep your costs and energy use as low as possible by following these
winter efficiency tips:
• Have a heating system checkup and change your filter every month or
two during winter.
• Check the ductwork that's in your basement or attic. Air leaks in ducts
can account for about 20 to 30 percent of wasted heat. If there are leaks
or holes in your ducts, use sealant or metal tape.
• Check for gaps and air leaks around doors, windows, outlets and so on.
Seal these areas with caulk, sealant and weather stripping.
• Use a programmable thermostat to set your temperature lower when
you're away to prevent energy waste from heating an empty house. Using a programmable thermostat can help you save about $180 each year.
• Leave space around heating registers so warm air can enter the area.
• Replace older heating equipment with newer, more efficient systems.
• Keep curtains open to let direct sunlight heat the home during daylight
hours. Remember to close your curtains in the evening to reduce drafts.
• Turn your water heater down to the "warm" setting, or to about 120
degrees, to cut back on the energy waste and reduce the likelihood of
scalds. Water heating consumes nearly one-fifth of heating costs.
For additional information on energy efficiency, visit SafeElectricity.org
or EfficiencyResource.org.

•

Dependents of cooperative
members are eligible to apply
for a $1,000 Basin Electric
Power Cooperative scholarship
for tuition at a two-year or
four-year college. Contact your
electric cooperative for an
application form.

•

Corn Belt Power Cooperative
partners with Northwest Iowa
Community College (NWICC)
in Sheldon, Iowa, to offer four
$500 scholarships. Recipients
must be students at NWICC
studying Electrical Technology,
Powerline or Powerline
Technology. Contact the
NWICC Foundation, Sheila Van
Engen, (800) 352-4907 ext. 246,
svanengen@nwicc.edu.

•

Corn Belt Power partners with
Iowa Lakes Community College
to offer one $500 scholarship
for students enrolled in the
Wind Energy and Turbine
Technology program. For
more information, contact
Tony Condon, institutional
advancement manager, Iowa
Lakes Community College, 800521-5054, ext. 4491, tcondon@
iowalakes.edu.

Preparation is power: Weathering winter outages
How line crews restore power
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Additional tips for weathering a cold weather outage:
• Dress in several layers of warm clothing. Wear a hat to avoid the loss of heat from your head.
• Reduce the amount of wasted heat by closing doors to rooms not being used and closing curtains and blinds.
• Lower the temperature of your refrigerator as low as possible, and avoid opening the refrigerator doors.
• Unplug devices such as televisions and computers. Use surge protectors to protect electronics when power comes back on.
• Watch for the signs of frostbite and hypothermia.
• Use caution when going outside. Downed power lines could be hidden by snow or ice. If you see a downed power pole or
line, stay far away and report it to your electric utility.
A portable generator can provide power in the event of an outage. Have an electric cord long enough to keep the
generator at least 20 feet from any door, window or vent to keep carbon monoxide out of the home. Never use a portable
generator in the home or garage—and never plug it into a home wall outlet or connect it directly to the home's electrical
system. Install battery-powered or battery back-up carbon monoxide detectors near floors on each level of the home.
For more information on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

LED lighting
rebate reminder

Decorate your home with
energy-efficient LED holiday
lights! They have a long life-span
and are safe. Your Touchstone
Energy cooperative is offering a
$2 bill credit for each LED-lighted
item purchased.

Contact us for details or
visit our website for a form.

