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SPARKS of news

Annual survey
In mid to late January postcards
will be sent to members randomly
selected for our annual survey. If you
receive a card, it will tell how you can
log in to complete the survey online.
Recipients who do not respond
online will receive a follow-up phone
call. If you are contacted, Franklin
REC appreciates your taking time
to respond. Your feedback will let us
know how we’re doing and what we
can improve to serve you better.

Reminder to cash refund checks
Patronage refunds, which were
mailed in November, will be considered void after 90 days, so please
promptly deposit your check.

Calling for Youth Tour applicants
Franklin REC will select one high
school sophomore or junior from
its service area to participate in the
2018 Youth Tour. This is an all-expense paid trip. Contact Franklin
REC or go to www.franklinrec.coop
for more information. Application
deadline is March 5, 2018.

Why invest in Franklin REC’s
Community Solar project?

Franklin REC has installed an array of solar panels so members
can purchase subscriptions and enjoy the benefits of this form of
renewable energy without having to install solar panels on their own
property. Participating members receive a bill credit each month for
their share of the energy produced.
Lester and Linda Corporon of Dougherty have invested in subscriptions for
a number of modules. The main reason they did so is that it offered a way to lower
their bills and experience the benefits of solar energy without having to buy their own
equipment. They were also able to lock in a rate, which will help in the future.
“We’re really glad we did it,” the Corporons say. “When our bill comes, we
appreciate that it’s much less than it was before.”
They explain, “We had been looking at solar
panels when we heard the REC was putting up a
solar project. The way the world is going, the more
alternative energy we invest in, the better. This is
a way for us to invest in a clean energy source and
it’s worry-free. We don’t need to build or maintain
it. We also don’t need to worry about selling
excess power back, and if we sell our house, we
won’t need to sell panels. We can just transfer our
subscriptions.”
Lester enjoys checking the Franklin REC
website periodically to track the production of the
Community Solar array and see what a difference
Linda and Lester Corporon
it makes when the sun shines.
If you haven’t already subscribed in Franklin REC’s voluntary Community Solar
project, call 641-456-2557 or go to franklinrec.coop to learn more.

Decked out for winter

Passersby can’t miss the Franklin
REC linemen in their new winter gear,
and that’s exactly the idea behind the
bright coats. The waterproof, windproof,
and fire resistant clothing is made to be
highly visible, thus meeting all the latest
safety standards.
Franklin REC is committed to
keeping our crew safe and warm as they
work outside in the winter elements to
ensure reliable power for our members.
Franklin REC’s line crew includes (from left)
Al Fink, Tom Demro, Brock Beadle, Chace
Klein, Kreg Menning, and Jeff Codner.
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When winter winds howl,
power lines can gallop
While power lines can
sway in high winds, add freezing rain or icy conditions and
the result can be galloping
power lines.
Galloping is the bouncing or bucking movement of
overhead lines and can cause
several problems, from temporary power interruptions to equipment damage, the collapse
of power poles and downed lines.
Galloping lines often result from ice buildup on one side
of the power line due to strong winds. The buildup of ice
creates an airfoil, which changes the flow of air around the
line, causing bouncing wires, or galloping power lines.
There isn’t much utility workers can do until the wind
dies down. That’s why many power lines have objects, like
twisted wire or round or angular pieces of metal attached to
the line. These help reduce galloping of lines and prevent
potential danger.
If you see galloping power lines:
• Keep your distance - ice can break off or power lines
break loose.
• Contact your utility to make them aware of the
potential damage as soon as possible.
If you see a downed line:
• Stay far away and warn others to stay away too.
• Remember, a downed line can remain energized
even if it is not sparking or arcing.
• Always report the location of a downed power line
and damaged electrical equipment.
Be sure to have a storm preparedness kit ready before
a storm strikes to help get you and your family through a
power outage. This kit should include bottled water, nonperishable food, blankets, warm clothing, first aid kit/medicine, flashlight, radio, extra batteries and toiletries.
To learn more, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Scholarships
available
for co-op
dependents

If you or a member
of your family plans to
attend college or technical school next year,
contact your electric
cooperative for scholarship opportunities.

Deadlines vary.
Check with
us soon.

LED lighting
rebate reminder

Contact us for a
rebate form or
visit our website
if you purchased
LED holiday
lights.
If you purchased LED holiday lights or decorations to
brighten your property served by your REC, you are eligible
for a $2 rebate for each item purchased!
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Quick Tips to Avoid
High Winter Bills

Looking to lower your bills this winter?
Use the 10 tips below to conserve energy.

Seal air leaks and insulate well to prevent heat from
escaping and cold air from entering your home.
Reduce waste heat by installing a programmable
thermostat.
Turn off lights when not in use.
Lower your water heater temperature. The Dept. of Energy
recommends using the warm setting (120 degrees) during
fall and winter months.
Unplug electronics like kitchen appliances and TVs when
you’re away.
Open blinds and curtains during the day to allow sunlight
in to warm your home.
Close blinds and curtains at night to keep cold, drafty air out.

8

Use power strips for multiple appliances, and turn
off the main switch when you’re away from home.

9

Wash clothes in cold water, and use cold-water detergent
whenever possible.

10

Replace incandescent light bulbs with LEDs, which
use at least 75 percent less energy.

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

Space Heater
Safety Tips

Space heaters can be a great way to
warm specific rooms in your home
without having to crank up the thermostat, but using space heaters
doesn’t come without risk! Use the tips
below to keep your home safe.

DO: Keep your space
heater at a safe distance
(at least 3 feet) from kids,
pets and flammable items.

DO: Keep your space heater
in low-moisture rooms.

DO: Plug your
space heater
directly into the
wall outlet.

DO: Buy a
unit with an
automatic shutoff
in
case the unit tips
over, or you
forget to shut it
off.

DON’T: Leave your space
heater unattended.
Always unplug it before you
leave the house or go to bed.

DO: Always follow the
directions and take a
broken space heater to a
qualified appliance service
center.

AUTO SHUT OFF

O

O

DON’T: Place your
space heater near
curtains, clothing,
furniture or bedding.

DON’T: Use an
extension cord to
plug in your space
heater. It can cause
the heater to
overheat, and can
be a tripping
hazard.

DON’T: Try to
repair a broken
space heater
yourself.

O

O

DON’T: Put your space heater in your bathroom.
The moisture can damage the unit, which could
cause it to malfunction.

On average, how much
will it cost to run two
1,500-watt space heaters
this winter?

Clean Power
Plan update

I

n October 2017, the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) announced
plans to repeal the Clean
Power Plan (CPP), a regulation that would have increased
costs and impacted many
electric cooperatives.
Your cooperative is working with the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA), our national trade association, to encourage the EPA
to replace the rule with a plan that
focuses on individual power plants.
Electric co-ops depend on a
diverse fuel mix to meet the energy
needs of 42 million members, protect reliability and ensure affordability. No two electric co-ops are
alike. Each makes strategic longterm investments in energy sources
that make the most sense for them.
The flexibility to pursue a
diverse fuel mix allows co-ops
to respond to local and regional
factors and member preferences.
Past federal policy pushed cooperatives away from natural gas use for
electricity to developing coal-based
electric generation. In many cases,
co-op members are still paying for
those facilities—and the roughly
$12 billion in pollution control
measures added to them.
Significant changes have been
made in how power is generated.
Co-op-owned coal-fired generation has dropped 9 percent since
2014, and co-op solar capacity has
increased five times in just the past
two years. Since 2005, co-ops have
reduced carbon dioxide emissions
by nearly 10 percent.
Regulatory certainty helps ensure a reliable supply of affordable
power. A common-sense rule that
adheres to the law allows co-ops
to make smart, long-term investments in electric generation.

Franklin REC Spotlight
Franklin
REC is pleased
to recognize journeyman lineman
Tom Demro. He
has been with the
cooperative for
3½ years, first as
an apprentice and
Tom Demro
later advancing to
journeyman. As one of the REC’s line
crew, his responsibilities include being
in charge of Truck 2415.
Like all of our crew, Tom is dedicated to serving our members. “There’s
nothing I like more than turning
people’s power back on after it’s been
out for a long time in the cold or heat,”
he says.
Tom and his wife, Tanya, are the
parents of a son, Cooper, and are expecting another baby boy in February.
It’s not surprising that a lineman
also enjoys being outdoors in his free
time. Besides spending time with his
family, some of Tom’s favorite pastimes
are hunting, fishing, and boating.

Planning to move a house or other structure?

Coordination is key
It may be the ultimate form of
recycling. Moving a house or other
building, or a large structure like a
bin, to a new setting is a big project.
Franklin REC Line Superintendent
John Quasdorf emphasizes the
importance of planning ahead and
including local utility companies in
that process.

“The earlier the REC is included in the planning, the better, so we can work with
everyone involved to determine the best route,” John urges. “We will need to measure
lines, figure the costs, and work with all the other parties as the date is set for the move
and plans progress. The REC will also need to notify all our members whose power
will be interrupted.”
Franklin REC will do everything possible to help the move go
smoothly. Coordination among
everyone involved is vital to the
project’s success.
Moving a structure to its new
home takes cooperation and
communication. At left, Franklin
REC linemen drop electric lines for
a house to move down the road.

2018 Annual Meeting Nominating Committee Notice
It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to appoint, not less than thirty (30) days nor more than one hundred twenty
(120) days before the date of a meeting of the members at which Directors are to be elected, committees on nominations
consisting of at least three (3) persons. At least one (1) nominating committee member is to be selected from each district
from which a director is to be elected. No officer or member of the Board shall be appointed a member of the committee. The
committee shall prepare and post at the principal office of the Association at least thirty (30) days before the meeting a list of
nominations for Directors.
Such nominations shall be made by districts as herein prescribed to succeed the Directors whose terms will expire at the
meeting of members for which such nominations are made, and the members so nominated shall be bona fide residents of the
district from which they are nominated. Any fifteen (15) or more members may take other nomination in writing over their
signatures not less than twenty (20) days prior to the meeting and the secretary shall post the same at the place where the list of
nominations made by the committee is posted.
Nominees made by Petition must satisfy the same eligibility requirements as nominees selected by the committee on nominations. The secretary shall mail with the notice of meeting a statement of the number of directors to be elected and showing
separately the list of nominations made by the committee on nominations and the nominations made by petition, if any.

Plan to attend Franklin REC’s annual meeting April 3, 2018.
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